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The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (1993) defines a communica-
tion disorder as “an impairment in the ability to receive, send, process, and comprehend 
concepts or verbal, nonverbal, and graphic symbols systems. A communication disorder 
may be evident in the processes of hearing, language, and/or speech” (p. 40).

Classifying Speech and Language Impairments
Speech Disorders
Speech is the most common and the most complex mode for expression of language. 
It requires coordination of the neuromusculature of the breathing and voice-producing 
mechanisms, as well as integrity of the mouth or oral cavity. Figure 11.2 shows the 
organs used in speech production.

Simply stated, a speech impairment is present when the individual’s speech deviates 
to such a degree that it interferes with communication, attracts unfavorable attention, 
and adversely affects the listeners, the speaker, or both (Bernthal, Bankson, & Flipsen, 
2013). There are three basic types of speech impairments: articulation disorders, flu-
ency disorders, and voice disorders.

One of the most prevalent of all speech problems is articulation disorders (Owens, 
Farinella, & Metz, 2015). Articulation disorders are errors in the production of speech 
sounds. They include omissions (han for hand), substitutions (wabbit for rabbit), 
additions (footsball for football), and distortions (shlip for sip). A lisp is a good example 
of a distortion. Common difficulties are often associated with the mispronunciation of 
/ch/, /s/, /sh/, and /z/ phonemes (Plante & Beeson, 2013).

articulation disorders: Errors in 
the formation of individual sounds of 
speech.

omissions: An articulation disorder 
that occurs when a sound is not 
pronounced in a word (e.g., han for 
hand).

substitutions: An articulation 
disorder that occurs when one sound 
is substituted for another in the 
pronunciation of a word (e.g., wabbit for 
rabbit).

additions: An articulation disorder 
wherein the speaker inserts extra 
sounds in spoken words.

distortions: An articulation disorder 
in which a sound is said inaccurately, 
but resembles the intended sound (e.g., 
shlip for sip).

  FIGURE 11.2  Organs Typically Used in the  
Production of Speech
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